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CHAPTER 1

About This Manual

This manual is the Introduction Guide for MetaSuite 8.1.3.

1.1. Related Publications
The following table gives an overview of the complete MetaSuite documentation set.

If you are unfamiliar with MetaSuite, the following technical description provides you with a brief overview.

Release Information Release Notes 8.1.3

Installation Guides • BS2000/OSD Runtime Component
• DOS/VSE Runtime Component
• Fujitsu Windows Runtime Component
• MicroFocus Windows Runtime Component
• MicroFocus UNIX Runtime Component
• OS/390 and Z/OS Runtime Component
• OS/400 Runtime Component
• VisualAge Windows Runtime Component
• VisualAge UNIX Runtime Component
• VMS Runtime Component

User Guides • INI Manager User Guide 
• Installation and Setup Guide
• Introduction Guide
• MetaStore Manager User Guide
• MetaMap Manager User Guide
• Generator Manager User Guide

Technical Guides • ADABAS File Access Guide
• IDMS File Access Guide
• IMS DLI File Access Guide
• RDBMS File Access Guide
• XML File Access Guide
• Runtime Modules
• User-defined Functions User Guide

The MetaSuite System MetaSuite is designed for data retrieval, extraction, conversion and 
reporting. It includes a workstation-based graphical user interface and 
a mainframe runtime component.
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MetaSuite Database Interfaces MetaSuite can access data from a number of database management 
systems, using the same commands, program structure and retrieval 
techniques used for non-database files. Each database interface is 
available as an optional enhancement to the base product.

MetaMap Manager MetaMap Manager is the MetaSuite tool used to define models. Such 
models are intuitively built by describing overall program 
specifications, input file definitions (data and process) and target file 
definitions (data and process). 

MetaStore Manager MetaStore Manager is a tool that provides metadata maintenance and 
documentation services. 

Generator Manager The Generator Manager is the system administration tool.All kinds of 
basic functionalities and customization possibilities are supported by 
this tool. 
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CHAPTER 2

Introduction to MetaSuite

MetaSuite is a data integration application that enables you to rapidly move large volumes of data from any 
Source to any Target Business Intelligence environment of your choice.
MetaSuite's technology provides access to all of your existing data, whether stored in standard file structures or 
database management systems (DBMS), and it simplifies the job of moving this data to another (typically 
relational) database or platform.
MetaSuite documents -- in both Business rules (i.e., non-technical) and Technical terms -- comprehensive 
information about your data, the mapping of old data to the new environment, and the control information 
critical to manage your new Data Warehouse or database. This collection of information about your data and 
the environment in which it is used is called Metadata and is stored in MetaSuite's relational MetaStore that 
itself is typically an integral part of your Data Warehouse environment.
MetaSuite is used by technical and non-technical Information Architects. It guides you through the process of 
defining your data, mapping it to the new environment and generating programs to perform the movement of 
the data.
You point and click your way through MetaSuite, entering information and querying your model and program 
data -- from both a global and detail-level view. The MetaSuite Workbench runs as a client on various PC 
platforms in support of both client/server and 3-tier environments (Mainframe, LAN, PC) and is used to 
develop MetaSuite applications to meet data warehousing and data migration needs.



CHAPTER 3

The MetaSuite Process

The MetaSuite process can be described in 12 steps:

1. The Company or Organization defines a new information need.

2. Analyze how the Existing Data Sources can provide this information.

3. Define the data descriptions (meta data) in a central database called the MetaStore.

This can be done by manually creating or gathering (collecting) these definitions from COBOL Copy 
Books, DLLs or other metadata  carriers.
Refer to the MetaStore Manager User Guide.
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4. Create the MetaMap Model.

Refer to the chapter Creating a New MetaMap Model - Overview in the MetaMap Manager User Guide.

5. Generate the MetaMap Model in order to obtain the COBOL source code (file extension .MGL) 
and the COBOL run-script (file extension .MRL).

Refer to the section Generating and Executing a Transformation Program in the MetaMap Manager User 
Guide.
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6. Transfer the MGL and MRL files to the target platform.

Note: This step can be automated by customizing the compile script.

7. Compile the COBOL Source Code to obtain a COBOL executable (file extension .EXE). 

Note: This step can be automated by customizing the compile script.

8. Edit the run script.

Change the source file names and refer to the run-time parameter file.

Note: It is possible to customize MetaSuite in such a way that this step becomes obsolete.

9. Start the run script.

The run script will call the COBOL program, so that the Targets are generated: 

• Temporary work files (extension .t**)

• Report files (extension .r**)

• Target files or database load files (extension .d**), where ** is replaced by a 2-digit sequential number.

Note: In the case of unload delimited or unload sequential files, it is necessary to unload the source 
data from a Source Database.
In the case of load delimited or load sequential files, it is necessary to upload the target data 
to a Target Database.
Any required SQL upload script will have been created during the collection of the Data Source 
or Target.
Refer to the section Collecting Target Dictionary File in the MetaStore Manager User Guide.
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